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NATIONAL UNDERGRADUATE CONFERENCE
UM’S LARGEST-EVER ACADEMIC EVENT
MISSOULA —
Get ready Missoula. The city will experience a massive influx of talented undergraduate
intellect April 27-29 during the 2000 National Conference on Undergraduate Research at The
University of Montana.
NCUR Steering Committee Co-Chair Garon Smith said the conference is the premier
event for undergraduate student research in the United States. About 2,300 students, faculty
advisers and others are expected for NCUR, which will include nearly 1,600 presentations. Smith
said about two-thirds of the presentations will be oral and about one-third will be posters - with
25 performing and visual arts offerings. The oral presentations last 15 minutes.
NCUR brings together college students, administrators and faculty members involved in
scholarly and artistic activities that represent a wide range of disciplines, including creative arts,
mathematics, business, social sciences, life sciences, engineering and much more.
“This is the largest academic conference UM has ever hosted, which means it’s probably
the largest such conference in Montana history,” Smith said. “We have students coming from
across the U.S. and Puerto Rico.”
He said UM is the first university in the Northwest to host this annual event, which was
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started in 1987. Last year UM had about six presenters at NCUR. This year, with UM hosting the
conference, the University will have about 60 presenters.
UM offices will remain open for NCUR, but most classes have been cancelled to make
room for conference events. UM students whose classes have been cancelled are encouraged to
attend NCUR.
Smith said the conference will use up to 45 campus classrooms at any one time. About
1,500 hotel rooms also were reserved for the event, and extra flights have been routed to
Missoula. Mountain Line also will allow all those with NCUR badges to ride city buses free of
charge.
He said UM landed the prestigious event after a former member of the NCUR Board of
Governors settled in Missoula and suggested the town would be a prime location for the national
conference. A UM team visited the University of Texas in 1997 to put in a bid.
“We gave out a lot of huckleberry chocolates,” Smith said, “and I think that sealed it for
us.”
For a schedule or other information, visit the Web site at http://www.umt.edu/NCUR
2000/ or call 243-4600.
The plenary speakers during NCUR 2000 will be:
■ Jack Ward Thomas, UM Boone and Crockett Professor of Wildlife Conservation,
speaking on “Research: The Building Blocks of Knowledge” from 11 a m. to noon on Thursday,
April 27, in the University Theatre. Thomas served as the chief of the U.S. Forest Service from
1993-96. His elk and spotted owl studies, begun in 1974 at the Blue Mountain Research
Laboratory in LeGrande, Ore., brought him widespread recognition among wildlife researchers.
■ Jaune Quick-to-See Smith, an American Indian painter and printmaker, lecturing on
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“Thinking Outside the Box: Indian Science” from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 27, in the
University Theatre. Smith lectures and exhibits internationally, and her work has been reviewed by
the New York Times and is represented in numerous collections, including the Museum of
Modern Art and the national Museum of Women in the Arts.
■ George H. Mount, professor at the Laboratory for Atmospheric Research at
Washington State University, speaking on “Global Climate Change: A Current Perspective” from
11 a.m. to noon on Friday, April 28, in the University Theatre. Mount is an atmospheric scientist
who was a member of the original research team that made measurements of stratospheric
chlorine after the discovery of the ozone hole in 1985. He has participated and built experimental
packages for numerous rocket, satellite and space shuttle studies.
■ Col. Jerry Ross, a NASA astronaut and veteran of six space missions, lecturing on
“STS-88: Laying the Cornerstones of the International Space Station” from 3 to 4 p.m. on Friday,
April 28, in the University Theatre. Ross has accumulated 1,133 hours of space flight and more
than 44 hours of extra-vehicular activity. As a mission specialist in 1995, he rendezvoused and
docked with the Russian Space Station Mir. In 1998 he was a member of the first International
Space Station Assembly mission, STS-88.
■ Ken Dial, UM biological sciences professor, speaking on “New Perspectives on Bird
Flight and Biodiversity” from 11 a.m. to noon on Saturday, April 29, in the University Theatre.
Dial, a world-class ornithologist, is a familiar face to birdwatchers around the nation as host of the
“All Bird TV” program on the Animal Planet channel. Also, his innovative X-ray movie
photography of birds in wind tunnels has been featured on the PBS Nova series and the Discovery
Channel.
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